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Organic wastes treated, used on agricultural land, can replace inorganic fertilizers, due to physical and
chemical properties that improve soil and crop quality on long-term. In this study, was used biochar produced
from sewage sludge, compost obtained from cattle manure, and mixtures made from biochar-compost in
different concentration, at 5 t/ha and 30 t/ha, application rates. The aim of the study is to determine the
influence of this organic wastes on the heavy metals bioavailability in greenhouse conditions and on Folsomia
candida and Eisenia Andrei, used as test organisms under laboratory conditions. Compared to control variants,
the use of biochar mixed with compost in different concentration at 5 t/ha and 30 t/ha, application rates, in
a greenhouse experiment did not significantly affect the concentrations of heavy metals (Cu, Cd, Zn and
Pb). Reproduction of collembolans has not been influenced by increasing application rate of the mixtures,
and by concentrations of biochar or compost. The earthworms recorded weight losses, only in the
experimental treatments with sewage sludge biochar used in different concentrations, at both application
rates.
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The use of organic wastes on agricultural lands is very
important, not only because it reduces the volume of
landfilled waste, contributing to the policy on waste disposal
and achieving recycling targets in Europe, but also because
this wastes can improves soil fertility [1]. Organic wastes
which can be used in agriculture, can be treated by various
methods, so as to retain a large quantity of nutrients and to
increase their agronomic value in while environmental
impact is minimum [2].

The use of biochar mixed with compost as a soil
amendment, can have an excellent agronomic value
compared to the use of biochar alone, because its
influences soil properties such as physical structure, fertility,
microbial activity, crop growth, and bioavailability of
nutrients and toxic compounds [3, 4]. Though sewage
sludge is a valuable source of phosphorus, nitrogen,
micronutrients and organic matter that can positively
influence soil properties and plant productivity. The heavy
metal content may be a constraint for application of
sewage or sludge for soil remediation [5-9].

To evaluate the environmental impact of the use of
sewage sludge biochar is essential to know the solubility,
mobility of heavy metals and how heavy metals interact
with the soil and it is also important to determine the toxicity
of biochar to different organisms/plants standard [9, 10].
Are few studies where sewage sludge biochar or cattle
manure compost was tested with organisms and plants
standard in laboratory conditions. For example, the authors
[11, 12], determined the effects of the sewage sludge
biochar on different standard test plants. Collembolans and
earthworms are used in standardized eco-toxicological
tests because of its large scale distribution in different soil
types, high sensitivity, locomotor capacity, role in organic
matter decomposition, and its behaviour can be measured,
e.g. mortality rate and reproduction rate [12-18].
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In this study was used sewage sludge biochar mixed
with cattle manure compost in different concentrations,
at 5 t/ha and 30 t/ha application rates, with the aim to
determine the influence of this organic wastes on heavy
metals concentration in a greenhouse experiment. Also
was determined the influence of sewage sludge biochar
mixed with cattle manure compost, using the same
concentrations and application rates, on the test organisms,
Folsomia candida and Eisenia Andrei, in laboratory
conditions.

Experimental part
Organic waste treated

The NovoCarbo Company from Germany produced the
sewage sludge biochar by the slow pyrolysis process at
500°C, and 15 minutes, retention time.

To obtain the compost, the cattle manure pile was
covered with a layer of soil and left in natural conditions,
without to turning the pile for 2 years. The passive
composting method in static pile was also used by the
authors [20], but they covered the pile with a polypropylene
membrane for 168 days.

Application rates and concentrations of organic wastes
treated

For the greenhouse experiment and laboratory toxicity
tests with Folsomia candida and Eisenia Andrei, the
compost (M) in concentrations by 0, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60,
70, 80, 90 and 100% was mixed with biochar in
concentrations by 100, 90, 80, 70, 60, 50, 40, 30, 20, 10 and
0%.

In this study were used biochar mixed with compost for
a small application rate, by 5 t/ha and for a higher
application rate by 30 t/ha, for example, and authors [13,
21-24] have used different application rates in their studies.
The name of the experimental treatments was established
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by the compost (M) and biochar (B) concentrations used
in the mixtures at each application rate: C (control), M0-
B100, M10-B90, M20-B80, M30-B70, M40-B60, M50-B50,
M60-B40, M70-B30, M80-B20, M90-B10, M100-B0.

The experiment in greenhouse conditions
The soil was collected in July 2016 from an area that

has not been cultivated by minimum 5 years, from Bacau
county, Romania, coordinated 46°23’00.2"N 27°12’34.0"E.

Experimental treatments for greenhouse experiment
For each biochar-compost mixture, was used 9 kg of

soil and the amounts of compost and biochar according to
the concentrations of the mixtures and application rate,
resulting 6 replicates. In the greenhouse experiment,
autumn barley was chosen as study plant for a period of 90
days. For soil sampling, a metal cylinder with a diameter of
4 cm was used. From this greenhouse experiment, other
results were presented in the article [25].

The bioavailability of heavy metals
To determine the bioavailability of heavy metals, each

extract were made from 10 g of soil sample and 50 mL of
demineralized water, and the sample was stirred at 120
rpm for 2 hours. The extracts were filtered twice, after
which 1% nitric acid was added. This method of measuring
the concentrations of heavy metals has been used in other
studies [26, 27]. The heavy metal concentrations (Cu, Cd,
Pb and Zn) were measured using the Varian AA 240 FS
spectrophotometer, by the atomic flame absorption
spectrophotometric method.

Toxicity tests in laboratory conditions
Toxicity tests were performed for the same application

rates, with the same concentrations used in the
greenhouse experiment, but at a lower laboratory scale,
using artificial soil obtained in laboratory by mixing
homogeneously 10% sphagnum peat dried, 20% kaolin clay,
70% quartz sand, particle size 0.063-0.0355 mm. The
artificial soil used in the toxicity tests was performed
following the method described in [28, 29]. The
composition of the artificial soil has been optimized so as
to obtain a standardized environment that can be used to
produce reproducible and comparable data [30]. The
mixtures sewage sludge biochar – cattle manure compost,
was noted just like those used in the greenhouse
experiment.

Experimental treatments for toxicity tests
For each biochar-compost treatment, a homogeneous

mixture was made from artificial soil, compost-biochar
quantities according to the concentrations and application
rate, in which was added 1% calcium carbonate to adjust
the pH of the artificial soil, and distilled water to adjust the
mixture at 40% WHC (water holding capacity) [31].

Testing biochar-compost mixtures with Folsomia candida
Each experimental treatment was performed in 6

replicates, and in each plastic container with volume by
110 mL was added 25 g from experimental treatment and
ten collembolans aged 10-12 days [32]. The toxicity test
was performed according to the method described in [33],
for 28 days under laboratory conditions at a temperature
of 20-22°C in the dark. During the test, dry yeast was added
as food at the start of the test and after 14 days and each
plastic container was airy two times per week. At the end
of the test, the content of each plastic container were
placed in a 500 mL volumetric flask, added water and a
few drops of ink, and taken pictures, which were then

inserted into the ImageJ program, the free version, to
determine the number of adults and juveniles [30, 34].

Testing biochar-compost mixtures with Eisenia Andrei
The number of earthworms was reduced to 5, instead

of 10, for example, the authors [35], reduced the number
of earthworms to 6. For this test, three replicates were
used for each experimental treatment [36], and plastic
containers with a volume by 250 mL, which at the top had
small holes to allow aeration. In each plastic container
was added 123 g from experimental treatment and five
individuals were weighed and added, and no food was
used throughout the test. The experimental treatments
were kept at 20°C for 14 days and at the end of the test,
was determined the number of earthworms and the
biomass earthworms [37]. The change in biomass of
earthworms, expressed as a percentage, was calculated
according to the formula presented by the authors [38].

Results and discussions
Influence of biochar-compost mixtures on heavy metal
concentrations

The bioavailable fraction of a heavy metal in the soil has
an important role in its accumulation in plants [27]. Many
studies have shown that the absorption of heavy metals by
plants is positively associated with the bioavailable
concentration of heavy metals in the soil [27]. The main
elements of interest are: arsenic, cadmium, copper,
chromium, mercury, nickel, molybdenum, zinc and cobalt
[39, 40].

Concentration of cadmium
Figure 1 shows that the biochar produced a slight

increase in cadmium concentration when was applied in
100% concentrations at 5 t/ha and at 30 t/ha application
rate. In the rest of experimental treatments, M10-B90 until
M100-B0, the concentrations of cadmium recorded
decreasing values, in particular at 30 t/ha, application rate,
concentration of cadmium was lower than values from
control variants.

Fig. 1. Effect of biochar mixed with compost on cadmium
concentration

In another study, where the authors used compost from
cattle manure, chromium, nickel, lead and cadmium
concentrations in the soil were not significantly higher than
values recorded in soil control [41]. It has been noticed
that sewage sludge biochar reduced the concentrations of
arsenic, lead, copper and zinc, when application rate
increased, while the cadmium concentration recorded
similar values with those from the control variant [40].

Concentration of zinc
The experimental treatments used at 30 t/ha application

rate, caused an increase in zinc concentration only when
the sewage sludge biochar was used at 100%
concentration. Was an increase in zinc concentration, at 5
t/ha application rate, especially in experimental treatments
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where the amount of compost increased, the values being
higher than those determined for the application rate of 30
t/ha, as shown in figure 2.

increased in samples amended with sewage sludge
biochar [46]. It has been determined that utilization of
sewage sludge biochar reduced the concentrations of Fe,
Pb, Cu, Zn, Cr and As measured in the extracts, depending
on application rates [23].

Influence of biochar mixed with compost on test organisms
Influence of biochar mixed with compost on Folsomia
candida

The toxicity test is considered valid if at least 7 adult
collembolans, from 10 added at the beginning of the text,
are found at the end of the test in each test variant [33].
After 28 days from the start of the toxicity test, it is noted in
Figure 5 that the number of adults was reduced to nearly 8
in each test variant. The use at 5 t/ha and 30 t/ha,
application rates, of organic wastes treated in different
concentration, did not significantly affect the number of
adults recorded at the end of the test, based on the results
obtained in the control variants.

Fig. 2. Effect of biochar mixed with compost on zinc concentration

Recent studies have shown that the biochar has the
ability to immobilize heavy metals in the soil due to its
porous structure, active functional groups and high cation
exchange capacity [42, 43]. The biochar reduces the
bioavailability of heavy metals in soils and can suppress
the absorption and translocation of these contaminants to
plants [44].

Concentration of copper
Figure 3 shows that for both application rates, the

concentration of copper from experimental treatment with
100% biochar and 0% compost (M0-B100), was similar
with the values measured in the control variants. The cattle
manure compost caused an increase of copper
concentration, when the quantity of compost increased in
the experimental variants, at 5 t/ha and at 30 t/ha,
application rate.

Fig. 3. Effect of biochar mixed with compost on copper
concentration

The amount of heavy metals (Cu, Zn, Cr, Mn and Pb)
from another study, measured by digestion method,
increased as a result of increasing the amount of cattle
manure compost in the samples, but the measured values
did not exceed the limits imposed by the legislation [45].

Concentration of lead
Sewage sludge biochar mixed with cattle manure

compost in different concentrations, did not significantly
affect the lead concentration, only the experimental
treatment with 0% compost-100% biochar (M0-B100), used
at 5 t/ha and 30 t/application rates, increased the lead
concentration, as shown in the figure 4.

Other studies shows that after application of sewage
sludge biochar, the lead and copper values have increased
and cadmium and zinc have lower values than those in the
control variant [26]. The zinc, copper, and lead
concentrations determined by the digestion method,

Fig. 4. Effect of biochar mixed with compost on lead concentration

Fig. 5.Effect of biochar mixed with compost on adult collembolans

Figure 6 shows the number of juveniles determined at
the end of the toxicity test, and the results show that
number of juveniles reached a maximum at 5 t/ha, in

Fig. 6.Effect of biochar mixed with compost on juveniles



http://www.revistadechimie.ro REV.CHIM.(Bucharest)♦ 70♦  No. 3 ♦ 2019812

experimental treatments with 60% compost - 40% biochar
(M60-B40) and 50% compost - 50% biochar (M50-B50).
The number of juveniles recorded at 30 t/ha, application
rate, did not exceed the number of juveniles from 5 t/ha.

In the literature only the authors [31], tested the sewage
sludge biochar with test organisms, and they observed that
biochar had a low effect on the two test species, Folsomia
candida and Enchytreus crypticus.

Influence of biochar mixed with compost on earthworms
During the 14 days of testing, the number of earthworms

has diminished, especially in the case of experimental
treatments with a big concentration of biochar at 5 t/ha
and 30 t/ha, application rate. In contrast, in the case of
experimental treatment with a high quantity of compost,
is presented in figure 7 that the number of earthworms
was relatively the same as the number of earthworms
initially added.

recorded high values in experimental treatments with a
big quantity of compost.

Different concentrations and application rates of biochar
and compost used in the experimental treatments had an
insignificant effect on the collembolans reproduction.

Following the toxicity test with Eisenia Andrei, the
biochar had a negative effect on the mortality and biomass
of the earthworms, reducing the earthworms biomass by
25% in the experimental treatment with only biochar at 30
t/ha, application rate.
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